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“You can dance,
You can jive,
Having the time
of your life...”
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Martha Argerich in 1966 at age 25.

The legend of
Classical music -
Martha Argerich

Story:

Yun Shan Lee [gu ¥1u &)

4th Year Bachelor of Music Student
College of Music, Mahidol University

“Audiences are not important
for me now and they never were.”
Martha Argerich

Martha Argerich is known as
one of the finest pianists in the
history of classical music, with
her performances, in particular of
works by Schumann, Prokofiev,
Chopin, Ravel and Rachmaninov,
commonly topping the best ever
performance lists.

Martha Argerich was born in
Argentina in 1941. She is now 81
years old. She started piano lessons
at the age of three with Ernestine de
Kussrow, and continued her studies
with Vincenzo Scaramuzza at the

age of five. She performed her
debut concert at the age of eight,
playing Mozart’s Piano Concerto
No. 20 in D minor, Beethoven’s
First Piano Concerto in C Major
and Bach’s French Suite No. 5.1t is
said that in order to accommodate
her meteoric musical rise, the
president of Argentina sent her
father to Vienna so that Argerich
could continue her studies with
Friedrich Gulda in Vienna. Her
early teachers’ instruction of such
a talented child and the boring
repetition of practice caused the
young Argerich to become disgusted
with piano lessons and to avoid

them by all means. At the age of
14, when her family moved to
Vienna, Argerich regained her
interest and passion for piano
playing under Gulda’s flexible and
encouraging teaching methods,
which led to the development of
her independent and unrestrained
playing style.

She made her first big splash
at the age of sixteen, winning both
the Geneva International Music
Competition and the Ferruccio
Busoni International Competition
within three weeks of each other
in 1957. However, she soon got
bored with the life of performing
everywhere. At the age of 18,
Argerich fell in love with the
composer and conductor Robert
Chen. Soon after she became
pregnant at the age of 21. They
hastily married, but were separated
before their daughter Lyda Chen was
born. With the help of the pianist
and teacher Stefan Askenase, she
focused anew on her music and
resoundingly won the Chopin
competition in 1965. This win
was a major turning point in her
life. That year, at the age of 24,
she became one of the world’s
leading pianists.

Argerich’s style of playing is
romantic and exuberant, powerful
and delicate. Her grasp of music
relies more on talent and intuition.
Her trademark is “fast” - fast in
reading music, fast in sight-reading,
fast in the cycle of taking a piece,
and most importantly, fast in
playing. She can play the difficult
passage with eight octaves in the
left hand in Liszt’s Sonata in less
than a second.

Argerich is also known for
her recordings and performances
of chamber music, particularly of
works by Olivier Messiaen, Sergey
Prokofiev, and Sergey Rachmaninoff.
Argerich recorded her debut album
for Deutsche Gramophone in
1960, including a rippling, fluid



Argerich onstage at a performance.

performance of Ravel’s Jeux d’eau
and a breathtaking rendition of
Liszt’s 6th Hungarian Rhapsody
that channels something of that
virtuosic composer, as well as
two rhapsodies by Brahms. This
release drew the admiration of
Horowitz. Argerich approached
Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli
for lessons, but despite being his
student for well over a year, she
only studied with him four times.
When Michelangeli was asked
what he had taught Argerich.
Michelangeli replied, “I taught
her the gift of silence.”

Genius is always accompanied
by a unique personality and
eccentricity. This is particularly
evident in the case of Argerich.

as her lifestyle comes from her
temperament. She seems to
naturally like sleeping until two
in the afternoon, spending hours
talking on the phone or watching
TV or being surrounded by friends,
and practicing the piano. Argerich’s
character is capricious, stubborn,
wild and fickle. In her life, she was
always dressed casually, and even
wore her hair unkempt.
Argerich’s is also a story
about someone with superhuman
gifts trying to find a way to live a
normal life. Some musicians live a
life of monkish order, focusing on
the discipline of music. Argerich,
by contrast, has seemed to go out
of her way to be disorganized.
She’s so given to canceling

performances, sometimes at the
last minute. Presenters who want
her have to take the risk.

Argerich once said that to
be successful and to play music
perfectly, a performer must first
love music, love music very much,
and feel that being with music is a
kind of happiness and enjoyment.
Otherwise, you will not be able
to engage in the performance at
all, so the audience will naturally
not be satisfied. Of course there
is a talent problem here, some
people may lack some talent,
but it doesn’t matter, you can get
compensation through acquired
efforts. The premise is that you
must love music, because under
this premise, music can open
another world for you. Martha
Argerich’s fire is still burning, and
her playing is as fresh and inventive
as ever. She is now 81 years old
and worries about memory loss.
However, she hasn’t lost any of
her beautiful music.
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