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Exclusive Interview with Yefim Bronfman,
the Great Classical Pianist

Story:

Sornsuang Tangsinmonkong [fsasav Avauluav]

Piano Department
College of Music, Mahidol University

“Preparation is just to keep in top
form in mentally and physically.
You have to practice and go through
music. That’s all you can do.”
Yefim Bronfman

efim Bronfman, a Russian-born

Israeli-American pianist, who has
received a Grammy award in 1997 from
his recording of Bartok’s three piano
concertos, gave two concerts with London
Symphony Orchestra for the first time
in Bangkok at Prince Mahidol Hall on
June 6 and 7, 2018. On the first day, he
played Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No.
3 in C minor, Op. 37 and followed by the
encore Clair de Lune by Claude Debussy.
On the second day, he played Liszt’s
Piano Concerto No. 3 in A major, S. 125
and followed by the third movement of
Prokofiev’s Sonata No. 3 in B flat major,
Op. 83. His expressive, powerful and

MUSICJOURNAL

virtuosic performance attracted and brought
out ultimate moments to the audiences.

After a big round of applause from
the audiences at Prince Mahidol Concert
Hall on the second day of LSO concert, the
Music Journal had a great opportunity to
interview with the world’s finest pianist,
Mr. Bronfman at his green room.

Is this your first time you have performed
in Thailand?

This is the second time. Last night
was the first time! (laugh) This is my
first time visiting Bangkok.

After your performance here, how do
you like Prince Mahidol Concert hall?

It is a wonderful concert hall. The
public was wonderful, very enthusiastic,
warm and wonderful people who work
here. I had a great time. I hope it is not
the last time.

Of course, we prefer you come again.
Thank you.

Let’s move on to the questions with
regard to your experience in your
education and your performance. I
read from your biography that your
first teacher was your mother and
your family members are musicians.
I would like to know, have you ever
played other instruments?

No. I play only piano. [ never play
other instruments.

Have you ever think you want to play
other instruments?

No. Not... Actually, I like the
repertoire of the violin. My father is a
violinist and my sister is a violinist so [
know the repertoire quite well. I have also
played with a lot of violinists in my life
which were some great violinists. I love



the repertoire. [ admire violin and cello
and of course all these instruments but
violin is particularly close to me because
of my family connection.

Who is the most influential person/
teacher for you? Why?

You know, I had wonderful teachers
from Israel and my mother. My father was
a great influence on me as a musician.
And not only pianists, some violinists
like Isaac Stern were a great influence.
Daniel Barenboim, Leon Fleisher, Rudolf
Firku$ny and Arie Vardi, there are some
great teachers that I’ve had the fortune
to work with.

Which inspiration or influence did
you get from them?

Everybody gave me something
different and I think that you take it
and you have to absorb it and translate
it into your own language. You cannot
really teach someone to be an artist.
Becoming an artist comes from your
own transformation of the thing and
also translation of the thing to your own
language. One thing - you have very
good teachers. Another thing is for you
as a person to be able to go the next step.
They cannot help you. They can open
only the door for you but you have to
go through the door yourself.

When and why do you decide to be a
concert pianist? What is the inspiration?

I think that I love performing. I do it
for many years and I love the repertoire.
The music is very fantastic for piano.
I love to play with people. I love to
work with conductors and orchestras
and chamber music and I love playing
recitals. I love to work with singers and
I love new music. If 1 like it, I might as
well perform it.

Because you love it?
It is a natural transition. Yes,
because I love it.

What was the biggest changing point
of your career as a concert pianist?

You know, to have a tour like this,
with a great orchestra, play with some
great orchestras of the world, and to be
invited to play in the biggest centers of
Europe, America and Asia like this. I
got it, very fortunate.

After you knew that you will perform
in Thailand, did you have any special
preparation for yourself for the concert
tour with the LSO?

We performed in London on Sunday
(June 3), we played Beethoven’s concerto
at Barbican Hall and rehearsed Liszt’s
concerto. Preparation is just to keep in
top form in mentally and physically. You
have to practice and go through music.
That’s all you can do.

How do you find inspiration and special
moments from music that you perform
many times?

Well, that is the secret of great
music. I think every time you perform
you discover new things; new emotions,
new way of expressing. The pieces (Liszt
and Beethoven) are such great music
and very different, of course. I think
it is always very exciting to be in it.
It’s like you never get tired of a Greek
place, for example, or a great opera; it
is the same thing. You can do it again
and again and get yourself very much
into it. That’s what I feel.

Have you ever faced performance
anxiety?

Yes, of course. [ have anxiety as it
is normal. But you know, I just have to
do what you have to do, what you train
to do like sportsmen, like doctors. Just
bow and do it.

How do you manage your time for
practicing, concert tours and other
things?

I organize in advance. I plan it. A
lot of things, they have to be scheduled
before you start the tour, so you have your
schedule of concerts and rehearsals and
you try and you travel and then you try to
schedule your practice in between, and
that’s in plan, always ahead of the tour.

What time do you usually practice?
Every day is different. Everything
is on schedule so today I came to the
hall at 3 o’clock, and I practiced, had a
rehearsal and played a concert.

Would you like to say anything to your
fans in Thailand?

I'love being here. It is a wonderful
public. It is nice to see many pianists
and audiences. Wonderful music here
is alive and doing so well. I am very
happy about you.

M)
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