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Cornelius Meister
TheTalented
Conductor ofthe
ORFVienna
Radio Symphony
wOrchestra



Undeniably one of the events that everyone must talk about in February
is “ORF Radio Symphony Orchestra Vienna”, which was presented
on February 9th and February 10th, 2016. The concerts were full
of talented performers such as Ms. Maria Radutu and Ms. Tapalin
Charoensook, who were the soloists for these programs. Ms. Maria
Radutu is the piano soloist from Bucharest, Southern Romania who
performed on February 9th and Ms. Tapalin Charoensook is the cello
soloist who performed on February 10th. Although the orchestra is
already full of talented performers, it will never be complete without a
great conductor, Mr. Corelius Meister.

Undoubtedly many people now
want to know more about Mr. Cornelius
Meister, and the Music Journal therefore
has a chance to fulfill our audiences’
curiosity by having the honour to interview
Mr. Cornelius Meister closely with ten
offbeat questions and an extra one from
Mr. Meister himself.

Music Journal: Please tell us a
bit about yourself.

Meister: (Along with a friendly
smile) I was born in 1980 in Hannover,
Germany. Now it is my 6th season
with the ORF Vienna Radio Symphony
Orchestra. We started it in 2010, and
very often we are on tour all over the
world but for the first time we are now
in Bangkok, Thailand. And we are very
happy about that.

Music Journal: How long have
you been a conductor?

Meister: It started very early as a
pianist already in school as a child. Later
I also played cello and horn. When I was
17 years old I started to conduct. I was
so lucky that after a very short time I got
a chance to conduct several orchestras.
When I was 21 years old I conducted for
the first time at the Hamburg State Opera.
And later I conducted the orchestras of
Paris, London, Washington D.C., and
some orchestras in Asia.

Music Journal: What was your
inspiration to become a conductor?

Meister: There are many reasons,
but maybe the main reasons are that I
really like to make music together with
people and I like. the symphonic and
operatic repertoire.

Music Journal: What has been your
best experience so far as a conductor?

Meister: It is a little hard for me
to just name one best experience but I

must say everyday once again I think I
am really lucky to have this great job.

Music Journal: What has been your
worst experience so far as a conductor?

Meister: Maybe there will be
someday, but at the moment I do not
have any.

Music Journal: How do you handle
a performer whose musical skills are not
up to expectations?

Meister: Normally, before we say
yes to a collaboration, we think about it
for a long time. Every concert has been
planned for some years, several years
ago, so normally there is no situation that
I am surprised about or is unexpected.

Music Journal: What were your
feeling towards performing in Thailand
at this concert?

Meister: (Responded with pleasant
smile again) Yesterday when we played
the first concert we were very impressed
by the hall and the audiences. And I
personally must say that I am also impressed
by many friendly people I have met in
the last two days. Normally, when I am
on tour I try to understand a little bit of
the culture of the nations I am in at the
moment. Unfortunately of course, I do
not have the time now to stay here for
two or three weeks more. I would like
to but unfortunately it is not possible,
but in these two days I learned lots of
really nice personal things, behaviors,
and relationships. So I like it very much
to be here. And once again the concert
yesterday was really an amazing concert
for us as performers.

Music Journal: What are the
differences between yesterday’s and
today’s concerts?

Meister: It is completely different.
Yesterday we played two pieces by Mozart

and Brahms’s First Symphony. And
today we are going to play two pieces
by Beethoven and one piece by Saint-
Saéns. Of course, when we are playing
more than one concert in a single town
then we would not play the same pieces
twice. Let’s see how many people in the
audience have been here today and also
yesterday, so I am sure some of them
will think after the concert yesterday
that let’s go once again to listen to the
other pieces.

Music Journal: Did you get to
visit any places here yet?

Meister: Not really visiting, but
since our hotel is quite far away, we
have the chance at least to see a lot of
the river and temple buildings. At least
in the car, which is not the same as to be
inside, but at least we get a little idea.

Music Journal: Would you ever
conduct or visit Thailand again?

Meister: Yes, I would like to.
Definitely!

Music Journal: Is there anything
you would like to tell us or your audiences?

Meister: It is always important to
me, the traditional music of the country
because it has its own place in the culture
of the country. Mozart, Beethoven and
Brahms, those are composers who live in
Europe and I am always happy if Asian
countries or traditional American music,
or for example, African music, that they
respect their own music and so I hope
that in the next 20-30-40 years there will
be much more exchanges between the
different music cultures. Also, in Europe
we can learn a lot from the cultures of
traditional music of the other countries
far away.

In conclusion, it was a delightful
interview with Mr. Cornelius Meister
because we have learned a lot about him
apart from his memorable performances on
the nights of February 9th and 10th. He is
also such a generous man who took time
out of his busy schedule for our Music
Journal to have an interview with him.
Hopefully, we will get to experience his
performance as a conductor again soon.

@

More information under
corneliusmeister.net
rso.ORF.at
www.facebook.com/rsowien
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